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OM Scott-Marysville Worker Exposure Reconstruction
Technical Kickoff Meeting, 5/28/09: Final Minutes
University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio


Present:  

EPA: B. Benson

Volpe: A. Castelli


UC: E. Borton, T. Hilbert, G. LeMasters, L. Levin, J. Lockey, C. Rice 


Opening comments:  

For this kick-off meeting, A. Castelli outlined Volpe’s role in the project.  She is to be copied on all communication between UC and EPA and all deliverables may be provided to EPA and Volpe simultaneously.  Approval of deliverables will be given by A. Castelli, with consideration of EPA’s recommendations.  

T. Hilbert will serve as the primary contact with UC.  


B. Benson will serve as the primary contact with the EPA.  

B. Benson stressed that documentation of methodology and decision points made during the process (to move from the collection of industrial hygiene data ( exposure matrix ( exposure reconstruction) were paramount so the work could be understood during the peer review process.  It was agreed that regular conference calls would not only facilitate communication but also the documentation and timely completion of the project.  Minutes of all meetings would be developed by UC, commented on by Volpe and EPA, and finalized; finalized minutes would be part of the Administrative Record. 

Volpe, based on EPA’s direction, will maintain a formal administrative file for the project, containing all pertinent documents.  B. Benson will forward to A. Castelli the 1980 masters thesis and IH data from Scotts for inclusion in this file.  T. Hilbert will provide A. Castelli with the email from OM Scott attorney Ivan Smith stating there are no historic industrial hygiene fiber samples available from the various analytical labs. C. Rice will provide B. Benson and A. Castelli with RCF manuscripts demonstrating the methodology of exposure reconstruction.


Potential sources of additional information:  It was agreed that valuable information may potentially be garnered from reviewing the transcripts of the 2009 Libby trial and related depositions.  Sue Ross, MD, JD, was mentioned as an individual who would be well qualified to review these transcripts for pertinent information.  B. Benson will find out how to access the transcripts. 

J. Lockey will re-contact Ivan Smith at Scotts in an effort to determine the date of initial exposure at the Marysville plant (1957 or 1963).  In addition, he will contact OSHA and BWC regarding the existence of any fiber samples and/or industrial hygiene results from the Marysville plant.  C. Rice will contact T.J. Lentz (NIOSH) regarding the same issue.


UC will review historic supporting documents stored from the initial 1980 investigation for any relevant industrial hygiene data.  One potential source of additional information would be Scotts employees who were involved in the IH sampling or 1980 health study.  J. Lockey will attempt to contact Dr. Clark Cooper, a physician involved in the 1980 study, as a potential source of information.


J. Lockey will look for available data regarding the fiber content of vermiculite from Virginia, South Africa and South Carolina.  T. Hilbert will search for relevant ambient exposure levels for the Marysville, OH area, starting with the work of Arthur Langer.

Data management:  As there is some interest in other potential health endpoints besides radiographic changes, E. Borton will detail other health data collected from the 2004 follow-up study such as rheumatoid arthritis or auto-immune disease.

Community measurements should be clearly separated from plant measurements in the dataset.

Any additional information regarding the amount and timing of overtime worked by the Scotts employees would be very useful in calculating the RfC.  Another issue is respirator usage, as it is unclear whether a respirator program was implemented.  If so, which employees used respirators, how well they were fit tested, cleaned and maintained and rate compliance. 

E. Borton reported that some 2004 study participants had vague post-1980 job histories.  Scotts is potentially a source for completing job histories on these workers.

B. Benson requested that the Excel spreadsheet (deliverable 4) contain a flag to identify participants hired pre-1972 and a variable with post-1980 cumulative exposure.


Other:

T. Hilbert will contact Memorial Hospital of Union County where the X-rays from the 2004 follow-up study are stored and ensure they will not be destroyed. 

The UC study of household contacts of Marysville workers will provide some potentially helpful information regarding historic hygiene practices at the plant.  T. Hilbert will provide B. Benson with a summary of findings such as showering at plant and changing of clothes from the household contact study.


Several slight modifications from the original work plan were tentatively agreed to.  These included investigating other potential sources of relevant information (especially Libby trial transcripts), the review of EPA calculations by UC biostatisticians rather than an outside consultant, and potentially UC not needing to re-analyze the exposure-response relationship as published in Rohs et al (2008).  This statistical analysis may only be re-conducted if the exposure estimates are significantly different from those utilized in the previous analysis. A. Castelli will confirm whether or not these modifications constitute a change in the scope of work.

Tentative timeline for UC deliverables:

1.  UC will provide a sample of the data entry tool (Access or Excel) and a listing of data variables for review by EPA/Volpe and Volpe approval. (target date 05/29/09)

2.  Pre- and post-1980 data from Scotts double entered and verified (target date 8/14/09)


3.  a. Plan for creating job exposure matrix (target date 12/11/09).  EPA comments would be returned by 01/01/10.  At that point, the schedule will be re-examined.

      b. job exposure matrix complete with documentation (tentative target date 3/15/10)


4.  Excel spreadsheet with cumulative exposure estimates and health outcome for all 2004 study participants (target date 4/12/10)


5.  RfC and Cox regression from EPA by 5/17/10.  UC review of RfC and Cox regression by 6/11/10.


Future meeting dates:


6/25/09 – 8:30am MST/10:30 am EST conference call.  A. Castelli to arrange and send details.

7/23/09 – 8:30am MST/10:30 am EST conference call, A. Castelli to arrange and send details.

1/14/10 – Potential on-site meeting in Cincinnati, OH.


